Social Studies and World Citizenship

which were disproved by leading biologists some decades
ago : while the conceptions themselves spring from human
attributes and environmental conditions no longer holding
full sway in the countries of their origin. In contrast, the
democracies, often almost unconsciously, all too tardily, are
in the process of putting into action what is best in scientific
knowledge ; for example, in the schemes for free milt, health
protection, social security, etc.

Yet the universities and educational authorities still do
not seem alive to all this. The widespread apathy with regard
to pressing problems of sociology affecting title nation's future
is a sad reflection on the ideals for which we are now at war.
But, in spite of this, the outlook for the social sciences is now
more favourable than it has been for a long time.

Only one or two points have been made in this chapter,
especially in connexion with social biology, to show how
important are the social sciences to educational principles
and practice. Like other subjects they have special applica-
tions in special cases and emergencies, and they certainly
have their novel and even unique problems during war, In
fact, there is scarcely any need to enumerate the special war-
time problems which are worthy of consideration from the
point of view of the social sciences. One example is sufficient.
The whole problem of evacuation was one of the most
successful experiments of our time at the beginning of the
war : that is, so far as the actual evacuation itself was con-
cerned. But there seems to have been very little considera-
tion of biological and psychological aspects of the case in the
reception areas themselves. Authorities, for example, appar-
ently under-estimated the strength of parental affection, or
over-estinaafced parental self-controL Insufficient regard was
directed to the emotional unity of the family, and just as Ifede
to its eomomk tmity. That is why the niitferf success of the
scheme has generally been negatived. Had all those con-
cerned appreciated the sociological principles involved, the
failure of the whole scheme might aercr hare occurred,
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